THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED SBTATES QU;S%M

WABHINGTON, D.C. 208548

FILE: B-213015 DATE: October 3, 1983
MATTER OF: CompuServe, Inc.
DIGEST:

Protest of solicitation issued by the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation will not be con-
sidered by the General Accounting Office
since the corporation is a wholly owned
government corporation and has broad author-
ity to determine character and manner of its
expenditures.

CompuServe, Inc. protests as unduly restrictive certain
requ1rements of solicitation No. 83-17, issued by the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation. We must decline consid-
eration of the protest.

The corporation is defined in the Government Corpo-
ration Control Act, 31 U.S.C.A. § 9101 (West 1983) (formerly
31 U.S.C. § 846 (1976)), as a wholly owned government cor-
poration. The corporation is authorized by statute, 33
U.S.C. § 984(a)(9) (1976) to:

" « o« determine the character of and the
necessity for its obligations and expend-
jtures and the manner in which they shall be
incurred, allowed and paid, subject to pro-
visions of law specifically apnllcable to
Government corporations . . . .

This broad discretionary authority is similar to that found
in many government corporations.

Our bid protest authority is predicated on our author-
ity to take exception to the accounts of federal officers.
In view of the broad authority given government corpo-
rations in connection with their expenditures, we have
consistently declined to consider protests involving their
procurements. See, e.g., Ingersoll Rand Companx, B-190275,
October 12, 1977, 77-2 CPD 289; Kennerly Associates, Inc.,
B-194274.2, May 8, 1979, 79-1 CPD 320.

Therefore, the protest is dismissed.
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